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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the election filed on 5/22/06. 
Claims 1-1 1, 26-34 and 39-47 are pending. 

Specification 

The blank spaces in paragraphs 0001 and 0033 of the specification must be filled/update with 
current information. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 US.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-11, 26-34 and 39-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 26, 39 and their dependencies are rejected because: 

a. "configuration data elements (CDE)" and "data source indicator (DSI)" are not clearly 
defined in claims 1, 26, 39. 

b. "configuration command" is unclear and incomplete; i.e.; configure what; command 

what. 

c. "applying the configuration command thereto" is unclear and incomplete; i.e.; applying 
the configuration command to what/where 

Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 
(Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
The basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 
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(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-11, 26-34 and 39-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by the 

prior art of record Urata (US Pub. 2005/0010886) 
(Claims 1 and similarly recited claims 26, 39) 

A circuit analysis method/tool/medium for selectively applying configuration information from 
multiple sources (fig 1-2, 4-5, 7-14) to configuration data elements (CDE) stored in a database (fig 1-2, 
4-5, 7-14) comprising: 

Comparing a data source indicator (DSI) of a configuration command with a DSI of a 
corresponding CDE; if the DSI of the configuration command takes precedence over the DSI of the 
corresponding CDE, applying the configuration command thereto (fig 5, 7-12, 14, insofar the limitation 
is understood); and 

If the DSI of the configuration command does not take precedence over the DSI of the 
Corresponding CDE, disregarding the configuration command (fig 5, 7-12, 14, insofar the limitation is 
understood). 

(Claims 2, 27, 40) wherein the DSI of the configuration command identifies a source of 
configuration data included in the configuration command (fig 1-14). 

(Claims 3, 28, 41) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration command is an 
external tool (fig 1-5, 7-10). 

(Claims 4, 29, 42) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration command is a 
global configuration file (fig 2, 4-5, 7-10). 

(Claims 5-6, 30-3 1, 43-44) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration 
command is a user configuration file (para 0107, 0109, 01 12, 0205); wherein a DSI identifying a user 
configuration file as the source of the configuration command has precedence over all other DSIs (para 
0107,0109,0112, 0205). 

(Claims 7-9, 32-33, 45-46) wherein the configuration command includes a case identifier (fig 2- 
12, 14, 40, para 0239, 0248); determining whether the case identifier corresponds to a user-specified 
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analysis case (fig 2-12, 14, 40, para 0239, 0248); and if the case identifier corresponds to the user- 
specified analysis case, applying the configuration command to the corresponding CDE (fig 2-12, 14, 
40, para 0239, 0248); if the case identifier does not correspond to the user-specified analysis case, 
disregarding the configuration command (fig 2-12, 14, 40, para 0239, 0248). 

(Claims 10-11, 34, 47) determining whether the configuration command includes a predetermined 
prefix (fig 17, 35, 38-40); and if the configuration command includes a predetermined prefix, removing 
the corresponding configuration data element from the analysis; wherein the predetermined prefix is a 
negative expression (fig 17, 38-40) 

2. Claims 1-1 1, 26-34 and 39-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by the 

prior art of record Greidinger (USP 6449761) 
(Claims 1 and similarly recited claims 26, 39) 

A circuit analysis method/tool/medium for selectively applying configuration information from 
multiple sources (fig 1-10, 14-15) to configuration data elements (CDE) stored in a database (fig 1-10, 
14-15) comprising: 

Comparing a data source indicator (DSI) of a configuration command with a DSI of a 
corresponding CDE; if the DSI of the configuration command takes precedence over the DSI of the 
corresponding CDE, applying the configuration command thereto (abstract, summary (col 3), fig 13, 
14D; insofar the limitation is understood); and 

If the DSI of the configuration command does not take precedence over the DSI of the 
Corresponding CDE, disregarding the configuration command (abstract, summary (col 3), fig 13, 14D; 
insofar the limitation is understood); 

(Claims 2, 27, 40) wherein the DSI of the configuration command identifies a source of 
configuration data included in the configuration command (fig 1-6, 9-15). 

(Claims 3, 28, 41) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration command is an 
external tool (fig 1-3). 

(Claims 4, 29, 42) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration command is a 
global configuration file (fig 1-2, 5-7, 9-10). 

(Claims 5-6, 30-31, 43-44) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration 
command is a user configuration file (abstract, fig 3-5); wherein a DSI identifying a user configuration 
file as the source of the configuration command has precedence over all other DSIs (abstract, fig 3-5). 
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(Claims 7-9, 32-33, 45-46) wherein the configuration command includes a case identifier 
(abstract, fig 3-5, 13-1 5); determining whether the case identifier corresponds to a user-specified 
analysis case (abstract, fig 3-5, 13-15); and if the case identifier corresponds to the user-specified 
analysis case, applying the configuration command to the corresponding CDE (abstract, fig 3-5, 13-15); 
if the case identifier does not correspond to the user-specified analysis case, disregarding the 
configuration command (abstract, fig 3-5, 13-15). 

(Claims 10-1 1, 34, 47) determining whether the configuration command includes a predetermined 
prefix (fig 5-6, 9); and if the configuration command includes a predetermined prefix, removing the 
corresponding configuration data element from the analysis; wherein the predetermined prefix is a 
negative expression (fig 5-6, 9) 

3. Claims 1-1 1, 26-34 and 39-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by the 

prior art of record Sato (US Pub 20030014725) 
(Claims 1 and similarly recited claims 26, 39) 

A circuit analysis method/tool/medium for selectively applying configuration information from 
multiple sources (fig 3-7, 10-18) to configuration data elements (CDE) stored in a database (fig 1-7, 10- 
1 8) comprising: 

Comparing a data source indicator (DSI) of a configuration command with a DSI of a 
corresponding CDE; if the DSI of the configuration command takes precedence over the DSI of the 
corresponding CDE, applying the configuration command thereto (para 0102-0103, fig 7; insofar the 
limitation is understood); and 

If the DSI of the configuration command does not take precedence over the DSI of the 
Corresponding CDE, disregarding the configuration command para 0102-0103, fig 7; insofar the 
limitation is understood); 

(Claims 2, 27, 40) wherein the DSI of the configuration command identifies a source of 
configuration data included in the configuration command (fig 3, 5-7, 12-14). 

(Claims 3, 28, 41) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration command is an 
external tool (fig 3, 5-8, 1 1-16, 18). 

(Claims 4, 29, 42) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration command is a 
global configuration file (fig 5-7, 11-16). 
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(Claims 5-6, 30-31, 43-44) wherein the source identified by the DSI of the configuration 
command is a user configuration file (fig 3, 5, 13-14, 16); wherein a DSI identifying a user configuration 
file as the source of the configuration command has precedence over all other DSIs (fig 3, 5, 13-14, 16). 

(Claims 7-9, 32-33, 45-46) wherein the configuration command includes a case identifier (fig 3, 
5, 13-16); determining whether the case identifier corresponds to a user-specified analysis case (fig 3, 5, 
13-16); and if the case identifier corresponds to the user-specified analysis case, applying the 
configuration command to the corresponding CDE (fig 3, 5, 13-16); if the case identifier does not 
correspond to the user-specified analysis case, disregarding the configuration command (fig 3, 5, 13-16). 

(Claims 10-1 1, 34, 47) determining whether the configuration command includes a predetermined 
prefix (fig 6-9, 12-16, 29); and if the configuration command includes a predetermined prefix, removing 
the corresponding configuration data element from the analysis; wherein the predetermined prefix is a 
negative expression (fig 6-9, 12-16, 29) 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Paul Dinh whose telephone number is 571-272-1890. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's Supervisor, Jack Chiang can be reached on 571-272-7483. 
The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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